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PolishCrete Datasheet

Description
PolishCrete is a thin decorative cementitious system that is designed  
to be polished to a glossy, hard wearing floor/surface.

Purpose
To provide a hard polished decorative coating for internal floors. 
Ideally suited for residences, retail shops, restaurants, hospitality, 
lobbies etc… requiring minimum maintenance.

Benefits
• Aesthetically pleasing – enhances the working environment.
• Easy to clean and maintain.
• Abrasion and impact resistance.

Types
One type only.

Colours
Available in 6 different colours.

Limitations
• During application ambient temperature must be higher than 

500C. Protect from freezing for at least 6 hours after application.
• PolishCrete will not repair or hide existing control joints, 

isolation joints and structural cracks. These must be honoured 
in the design of the PolishCrete floor.

• Use only on surfaces that are sound, clean, and completely 
dry. Avoid application in direct sunlight to minimize premature 
drying.

Shelf Life
6 months when stored in a dry area, off the floor, in unopened 
original packaging.

SITE PREPARATION
Joints and Cracks
If the application area is larger than 10m2, it is advisable to create 
control joints to allow for expansion and movement of the new 
surface and to improve the ease of application. Existing joints and 
moving cracks must be used as the basis for laying out the control 
joints. If no existing joints or cracks are present a control joint should 
be made every 3 meters. Control joints should also be considered at 
3m intervals in long narrow passages and across doorways. Create 
control joints by fastening either suitable aluminium or brass strips 
to the substrate in a manner that separates one area of PolishCrete 
from another.

Masking
Mask all areas where there is a risk of splashing and staining and 
where straight edges are required.

Surface Preparation
New concrete surfaces must be wood floated and fully cured for 
28 days prior to application of PolishCrete. The surface must be 
structurally sound, level, clean, dry and free from any curing agents, 
laitance and surface contamination such as dust, dirt, waxes, oils, 

old adhesives, grease, sealants, weak cement screeds etc, which 
may interfere with adhesion. All holes and damaged areas must 
be repaired prior to the application of PolishCrete. This will help to 
ensure a uniform polishable surface.

APPLICATION
Step 1: Working a single control joint area at a time, apply Cemcrete’s 
PrimerCote in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

Step 2: While the PrimerCote is still wet, add 2-2.4L of clean potable 
water to a 20kg bag of PolishCrete. Mix thoroughly using a me-
chanical mixer, until a stiff consistency is achieved. Apply the mixed 
PolishCrete with a suitable trowel onto the wet PrimerCote to ensure 
a proper bond between layers. Ensure the PolishCrete is trowelled 
level with the aluminium strips using a wood or steel trowel. Only mix 
a sufficient amount of material to cover each panel trowelled flush to 
the dividing strips. Avoid dry joints by completing the application to 
the entire control joint panel in a continuous operation. Repeat steps 
1 & 2 until all areas are completed.

Step 3: Following the day of application thoroughly wet the sur-
face with water and then cover using a plastic sheet to prevent 
early drying out of the PolishCrete. On the 4th or 5th day, polish a 
small test area using an AFM Marble renewing unit or a similar pol-
isher with 50grit diamond pads. If there is any indication that the 
floor is not ready for diamond polishing, wet the floor, re-cover with 
plastic sheeting and cure the floor for another day or 2 before re-
commencing. Prior to polishing, examine the floor for flatness using 
a straight edge. If excessive waviness is evident, the floor should 
be levelled using a diamond floor grinder with 200grit wedges or 
similar equipment. Commence polishing, working your way sys-
tematically through the range of diamond pad grits ensuring that 
the surface is ground flat and smooth (use a hand polisher to pol-
ish hard to reach corners) before switching to the next higher grit 
diamond pad. Proceed in this way through the 400grit pad at which 
time the floor should be inspected for pinholes and other blemishes. 
Should these be present apply Cemcrete’s PolishCrete SlushCoat 
according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Before proceeding to 
the 800grit pad, densification of the floor with Cemcrete’s Lithium 
Densifier should be considered. Refer to its product datasheet. Con-
tinue polishing through the 800grit pad to the 1500grit and finally 
3000grit depending on the gloss required. Note: The application of 
Cemcrete’s Lithium Densifier during the diamond polishing process 
will improve durability and finish.

Maintenance
Neutral pH cleaners must be used at all times to ensure no damage 
is caused to the surface as this can cause undesirable discolouration 
of the surface.

Coverage
20kg PolishCrete will cover approx 1m2 at 10mm thick.

Packaging
Supplied in 20kg bags only.
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PolishCrete Colour Chart

Ballito Beach Bantry Bay Beige Knysna Mussel

Sandy Bay Nude Sea Point Silver Storms River Rock


